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‘ / CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE GROUP
NEW WAR DEPARTMENT BUILDING
21sk and VIRGINIA AVENUE, N. W.

WASHINGTON, D. C
. ey -‘

MEMORANDUM FOR FLEFT ADMIRAL LEANY:

2tteched is a brief of the blogrephicel deta of Majer General
Cherles Hartwell Bonesteel. The dati on which it is based was ob-
tained from public sources cnd wes not discussed with mono

There 1s nothing in the record of this officer to i.ndiea‘be
that he has ever hed any broad experience in intelligsnce nattars. He
+has had no intelligence duties.
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' The N.I.A. is a new concept in intelligemcs which raquires m
breadt.h br view and 2 deep umdarstaniing of the entirs field on the

pert of the Director of Central Intslligence. The officers in the wvmri-
ous departments engaged in this setliviity on the working level are guner~
ally experts in their spheres and teo often the officers assigned to

the higher level posts bheve been possessed of limited experience in intel-
lizence., To insure the most beneficial resulits in the Central Intelli-
gence CGroup 1t is necessary that the Director be en officer to whom

those specislists will lock for lsadership and guldance based on a
thorough end conmprehensive knowledge of thiz complex subject.

In order that coordinaticn be effscted to the grestest erient,
and the transfer effected of meny functions of ONI, G~2, A-2 &nd Biate
to the C.I.G., it is essentlal thet these gervices recognize the sirong
lépdership and inberent skill in C.X.G. top level perscunel.

General Bonesteel is 61 yeers of age and seems to heve passed

the psek of his career some years sgo. His record while bonorable is
not too impressive,

Lieutenant General Vandenterg is 47 years of age, hes & fine
war vecord, is regerded as an outstanding officer and is keenly
interested in intellipence. His lezdership in G~2 hag been strong and
determined. Has has deronstrated his recogniticn of the necessity for
the reorientatlon of the intelligence struecture.

Respectfully,

EIDNEY W. SOUERS
Director
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MATOR GENERAL CHARLES HARTWELL BONESTEEL

Born Aprll 9, 1835 at Fort Sydney, Nebresia. Cedet U. 8. M{litery

icedemy 1904; gradusted 1908. Infantry School 1924-25; Commend

end General Staff School 1925-20; Army War College 1931-32; Second

Lieutenant Infantry 1908; First Lieutensnt 1914; Ceptein 1916;

Major 1922; Lleutenant Colonel 1932; Colonel 1937; Brigadier Genersal

] 1940; Mejor General 1941; Commander of U. S. Troops in Tceland

%, 1941-43. &ssigned to Army Group, Washington, June to September 1943;
Comnandant Infantry School, Fort Benning, Ge., Septezber 1943 to

Jme 1944; later became Inspector Genersl Europesn Theater until

Seplember 1945. Presideni ¥ar Depertment Menpower Board, Septembsr
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